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Foundation course 

Environmental studies 
 

Unit 1-Natural rsources 
The multi disciplineary nature of environment studies : 
Definition, scope and importance Natural resources :  
Renewable and Non renewable resources :                                                      
(a) forest resources:- use and over exploitation deforestation Timber 
extraction mining dams and their effects on forest and tribal people and 
relevant forest act.                                                                                                    
(b) water resources  :- use and over utilisation of surface and groundwater 
flood conflicts over Water dams benefits and problems and relevant act.                                                                                              
(c) mineral resources :- use and exploitation environment effects of 
extracting and using mineralresources. 
(d) food problems changes caused by agriculture and overgrazing effects of 
modern agriculture fertilizer pesticide problems waterlogging salenity.       
(e) energy resources:- growing energy needs renewable and non renewable 
energy sources use of alternate energy sources of land resources and 
desertification. 
 

Unit 2- Ecosystem 
a. Concept structure and function of an ecosystem: 

 producers consumers and decomposers  
 Energy flow in the ecosystem 
 Ecological succession  
 food chains food Webs and ecological pyramids  
 introduction types characteristics features structure and function of forest 
grass desert and aquatic ecosystem  

b. Biodiversity and its conservation: 
Introduction: definition genetic species and Ecosystem diversity 
biography kal classification of India value of biodiversity conjunction use 
productive use social ethics aesthetic and option values biodiversity at 
Global National and local levels India as Mega diversity Nation hot spots 
of biodiversitythreats to biodiversity Habitat loss coaching of wildlife 
man wildlife conflict endangered and endemic species of India 
conservation of biodiversity. 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 3 Environmental Pollution  
Causes effect and control 

a. measures of air water soil Marine noise nuclear pollution and human 
population solid water management causes effects and control measures 
of urban and industrial waste role of an individual in prevention of 
pollution disaster management flats earthquake cyclone and landslides 

Environment management 
b. From unsustainable to sustainable development urban problems related to 

energy water conservation rain water harvesting watershed management 
resalement and rehabilitation of people its problem and concerns 
environmental ethics issues and possible solutions climate change and 
global warming acid rain ozone layer depletion nuclear accidents and 
holocaust wasteland reclamation Environment protection Act is used 
involved in enforcement of environment legislation role of information 
technology and environment and human health. 

 
Unit 4 Human Rights 

General background and historical perspective historical development and 
concept of Human Rights meaning and definition of Human Rights kind and 
classification of Human Rights protection of Human Rights under the UNO 
charter protection of Human Rights under the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 1948 convention on the elimination of all forms of 
discrimination against women convention on the rights of the child 1989.
  
 

Unit 5 Human rights:with reference to India  
Impact of human rights norms in India human rights under the constitution 
of India fundamental rights under the constitution of India director 
principals off State Policy under the constitution of India enforcement of 
human rights in India protection of Human Rights under the human rights 
act 1993 national human right Commission State Human Right commission 
and Human Rights court in India fundamental duties under the constitution 
of India. 
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